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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration of Question, as Amended 

Resumed from 23 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted and that the government recognise the value of school dental 

therapy assistants. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [3.32 pm]: I believed, Mr Acting Speaker, not only that you were being a bit tricky 

when you looked away when I sought the call, but also that the member for Midland was going to steal the time 

in which I was going to present my response to the Premier’s Statement when she, quite out of left field, 

indicated that we would go into consideration in detail! That was a big surprise to me, but it was good to see 

that —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It is my natural inclination to say no.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: — it was a surprise to her as well!  

As you know, Mr Acting Speaker, I represent a significant part of the south east, a little east of your country, in 

an electorate called Eyre. It has taken a little while for members to recognise that in fact I represent the seat of 

Eyre and not the seat of Roe.  

Mr A.J. Simpson interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The member for Darling Range was not the only one.  

Ms A.R. Mitchell interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you very much, member for Kingsley.  

I think we can both be forgiven, member for Darling Range, because the Premier called me the member for Roe 

earlier today. The Premier did that having just visited the electorate, and I might talk a little about that later.  

My electorate covers 286 000 square kilometres and includes the Shires of Esperance, Dundas, Coolgardie, and 

Yilgarn, and the recent redraw of electoral boundaries has included a small but lovely area called Westonia. 

Even previous to the local government reform, moves had been afoot for that to happen when the Shire of 

Westonia put up its hand and said it thought Westonia should be part of the Yilgarn region. The shire told me 

that it did not want to be part of Merredin; it wanted to be part of Yilgarn. Obviously, the local government 

reform process has gained some momentum, and Westonia will now hold a local referendum on the issue of 

joining Yilgarn. The Minister for Local Government has told me that these special referenda require a 

50 per cent turnout, and if more than 50 per cent of those people say they want to join, it will happen. I think it 

would be very natural for that to happen, and I think the Western Australian Electoral Commission saw that as 

well, which is why it included Westonia in my electorate. My electorate reaches the border of South Australia, 

and I just wanted to talk about some of the very good things that have happened under this government.  

Very soon, work will commence on the replacement of Esperance Primary School—a $10 million commitment. 

There has been a $13 million commitment for a hostel where students of Esperance Senior High School can 

board. More than $30 million has been committed for Esperance Hospital. A $120 million commitment—of 

which $60 million is from the state government and $60 million from the federal government—has been made to 

improve our transport corridor to the very important port of Esperance. Esperance is an important port for not 

only the agricultural industry around there, but also the goldfields, particularly Yilgarn, and also north of 

Kalgoorlie. It is a major port; more than 200 ships a year visit the port. We are ramping up to having 11 million 

tonnes of iron ore a year pass through the port, and the port has significant nickel and grain exports. Sulfur is 

imported for the revitalised First Quantum mine—a revitalisation that has been very much welcomed in the area. 

Members will recall that the much publicised closure of the Ravensthorpe nickel operation under BHP was a 

significant smack in the face for the community, because there had been a big work up towards bringing that 

mine into production, and at almost the last moment the operation was closed; fortunately for the Ravensthorpe 

and Esperance communities, First Quantum Minerals, a mining company, bought the mine off BHP. The 

problems BHP was faced with were, if members like, front-end problems, such as how to get the ore through the 

plant. First Quantum has done a lot of work on the front-end problems of that mine to get it operational. As we 

speak, production has commenced, and it is now exporting nickel hydroxide through the port of Esperance in 

containers, and that mine will be commissioned very soon. That is a good thing that has happened. We, as the 

government, committed $5 million to a community fund for Ravensthorpe after the unfortunate closure. A lot of 

work has been done in the seaside town of Hopetoun and, in fact, people working at the nickel operation some 

30 kilometres up the road will be encouraged to reside in Hopetoun and drive in and drive out rather than fly in, 

fly out. 
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It was very pleasing that the Premier could actually give the government’s thanks for the lead clean-up operation 

in Esperance. As members know, Esperance was contaminated with lead in 2007. A lead export operation based 

in Wiluna, a company called Magellan Metals Pty Ltd, exported lead through the port. It did that for 22 months 

and there were 22 ship loadings over that time, but it was essentially two loadings that caused the event that 

dusted the town. At that time, when the birds started falling out of the sky — 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: Member for Eyre, you don’t believe the lead killed the birds? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Without rewriting history, I think there was enough scientific evidence, member for 

Kalgoorlie, to show an association between the deaths of the nectar-feeding birds and the lead levels. The lead 

was found by isotope fingerprinting to be Magellan lead. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: It was Magellan lead, but why didn’t the birds die that night, the next day, the next week or 

the next month? 

Mr M.P. Whitely: It was a cumulative effect. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: Exactly. Why did they only die in about a three-hour period? 

THE ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member for Kalgoorlie, you will have an opportunity to speak. 

Members, the member for Eyre has the call. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I think the member for Kalgoorlie is really trying to go through history and reinvent 

something that was a very difficult issue. There was enough scientific evidence to say that there was an 

association between a couple of those lead events over the 22 months and, in fact, the relatively high lead levels 

in 82 children. 

Anyway, as the member, it was really important to me that we looked at how we could clean up the area so that 

we could return to our pristine reputation, if you like. People who have visited Esperance will agree that we have 

some of the most beautiful beaches in the world—present company excepted, Mr Acting Speaker, the member 

for Albany! 

I called for a parliamentary inquiry, but the then member for Armadale resisted that call. The short story is that 

eventually a parliamentary inquiry was convened, and I was co-opted onto that committee. The committee was 

chaired by a very good chair in the current Deputy Premier. In response to the member for Kalgoorlie, I think the 

work that was done by that inquiry, with more than 1 000 submissions from 200 people who were interviewed 

over a significant period, showed that association. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: If you want to have a conversation, member for Kalgoorlie and member for 

Bassendean, go outside. The member for Eyre is on his feet. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It was important. Having had that inquiry, we established that association and saw the issues 

in the impact zone where the lead had fallen, and it was important to actually clean Esperance. I have to say that 

some cleaning was done under the previous government, but I have to congratulate the current Premier: when we 

assumed government, he did not blink on this issue; he said that we needed a comprehensive and thorough clean-

up of Esperance, including the interiors of all the houses, the gutters, the rainwater tanks, the roofs and, 

importantly, the ceiling spaces. Essentially, that has been completed. More than 1 800 homes have been cleaned 

and over 120 000 samples were taken using the latest technology for real-time lead readings. That program is on 

the cusp of completion. My own house is located only 400 metres from the port. The Esperance Cleanup and 

Recovery Project was unrelenting in its desire to clean up Esperance. The group returned to my house three 

times to get it right. It was very gratifying to see the Premier visit Esperance and thank the people who had been 

involved in the clean-up. A couple of hundred people were involved in the clean-up and this government spent 

about $25 million on it. It had to be done and now we can move on. To be very honest—members opposite 

might not concede this—I think this government faced up to what needed to be done and did it, and I am very 

proud of that. 

When the Premier was in Esperance, I needed him to look at some other issues, one of which was the erosion 

and degradation along the waterfront. Members would understand the history of this. A perfect storm hit 

Esperance in 2008. We were hit with the lead issue and then a perfect storm, as it was described by the press at 

the time. Two very low fronts met right over Esperance and caused the fishing boat harbour to silt up. Boats 

were sitting on sand. It was a major issue that had to be dealt with. I will give credit where credit is due; the 

previous government initiated that process. However, significant damage was caused to the rest of the 

waterfront, particularly downtown around Tanker Jetty. That area, which is being continually eroded, has not 

been repaired to date. We need to look at ways of repairing that damage. The current rejuvenation program 

involves tipping sand into the sea and when that is washed away even more sand is tipped in. However, we need 

a long-term solution to the problem. We have agreement between the foreshore residents and the port and a plan 

from the shire about how to militate against this ever-increasing erosion. This issue affects the waterfront, 
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businesses and tourism. It also has consequences for the fuel pipe, which is a major piece of infrastructure that 

pipes fuel from the port to the storage tanks along the waterfront. The erosion is threatening the integrity of that 

pipe. There are many reasons that we should consider a program that will restore the waterfront by building a 

seawall. In the old days, building a seawall meant tipping big granite rocks into the sea, but these days there are 

ways of creating seawalls that are aesthetic. The rocks can be tessellated so that they fit and are not just a big pile 

of rocks. The development of a walkway along the waterfront would protect the businesses and residences along 

the waterfront and, of course, restore parts of our iconic jetty. That iconic jetty was built in the 1930s. It is called 

Tanker Jetty because fuel tankers used to come in and discharge their loads—this is before the 1960s when the 

land-backed wharf was constructed. However, the jetty is an iconic visitor and tourism platform; it is iconic for 

visitors, particularly from the goldfields. It is my contention as the local member that this government recognised 

the iconic nature of the Busselton jetty and I would have it realise and would draw its attention to the fact that we 

have a very iconic jetty as well. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: Hear, hear; well done. My constituents love going down there and fishing off it.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Absolutely; as I said, it is a very important iconic fishing and tourism platform. Basically it 

is a leisure platform for goldfields people as well as Esperance people; it is so important. Some moneys have 

been put into that plan. I put to the Premier that we need supplementation of that money to get on with this 

project. If we do not do it, it has a lot of economic implications in that region. 

I just want to reiterate the good things that have happened, but of course we have lots of work to do. The 

waterfront is one of those issues. There is the issue of ports, and port reform. I see myself, if we like, as an 

important conduit between Esperance Ports Sea and Land—the Esperance Port Authority was the old name—

and users, the government, the minister and the Premier. We want to facilitate trade. That is in the Port 

Authorities Act—to facilitate trade. However, it obviously has to be done in a way that is commercially and 

economically sustainable for us and for Western Australia and, particularly relevant to our experience, it has to 

be environmentally safe and responsible. It is about looking at how we can facilitate BHP and the nickel export.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: And the complaints about the nickel odours, too. They went over the top. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): If the member for Kalgoorlie wants to make a speech, he can get 

up and do it himself instead of doing the member for Eyre’s speech. The member is doing a much better job than 

the member for Kalgoorlie could. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Maybe the member for Kalgoorlie has been encouraged by the fact that when I had the 

Minister for Police in Boulder just recently in Burt Street to talk about law and order issues, I asked the member 

for Kalgoorlie to attend. There is obviously a line between bits of Boulder and Kalgoorlie; I represent the 

southern parts of Boulder, south of Johnston Street. I understand—I am sure the member for Kalgoorlie does, 

too—that this is bit of a team effort; it is not a bit about them and us, or him and me. In fact, I involved him and 

included him in the Burt Street rally. I wanted him to speak, which he did. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: And thank you for that. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I appreciate that. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: We can’t stop him speaking today. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I hope that I can get on with my speech in Parliament. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Is this because most of the troublemakers came from his constituency? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you very much. He conceded, of course, that in his previous role as the member for 

Murchison–Eyre he represented the city of Boulder.  

That leads me into the issue of law and order in Burt Street and in Boulder, because that is part of my patch as 

well. Since I took on that part of the country in my electorate, concern has been very evident through 

representations from business and residences about street dysfunction, vandalism, break-ins to businesses, and 

there is a general feeling that there are major disincentives both for living there, and certainly for having a 

business there. Since the Minister for Police has just come into this place, I thank him for coming to Boulder to 

listen to and address the concerns of, I would have thought, 100 people at the street meeting we had. I do not 

think those figures have been fudged; I think that is a realistic number. People talked about concerns with police 

response times to calls and about the whole issue of concerns within the community, which are genuine 

community concerns. I understand when the police tell me that they do not do policing like they used to, and that 

Kalgoorlie police headquarters has over 64 operational policemen and when they get a call, they travel five 

kilometres down the road. I also understand that police vans today, with computer technologies, are a bit more 

like offices. Having heard all of that from the police, we also heard very strongly about the concerns of the 
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community. I hope that the minister can take that on board so we can address some of those very serious issues 

for the community. 

I believe the member for Cockburn is still the shadow Minister for Water, although he has hardly ever asked a 

question of the new Minister for Water in the whole time that he has been the responsible minister in this place.  

Mr J.E. McGrath: He used to ask you a few questions! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: He used to ask me absolutely plenty, but now he has gone very quiet. I noticed he fired up 

the other day on, again, the issue of the cost of water—water pricing. He bangs on about a 40 per cent rise and 

whatever. I had the privilege of being elected to Parliament in 2005 and I want to recount some of the increases 

in water, sewerage and drainage charges over the four years of 2005–06, 2006–07, 2007–08 and 2008–09; the 

2008–09 budget would have been the Labor government’s. In 2006–07, the increases amounted to 5.9 per cent; 

in 2007–08, increases to the average household were around 8.07 per cent; and in 2008–09, increases to the 

average household—this is the standardised household that we see in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook pages—

were 9.7 per cent. In 2005–06, the Labor government was very careful to increase prices by about only 

2.2 per cent, but if we add the 2.2 per cent, 5.9 per cent, 8.07 per cent and 9.7 per cent over that period of 

government, it is something like 25 per cent over those four years. Therefore, let us just keep this issue in 

perspective, because the member for Cockburn goes on as though there would be no increases in water prices if 

the Labor Party were in power. We understand that there has to be some cost reflectivity. When the issue is put 

into perspective, the increase over the Labor government’s term was 24.7 to 25 per cent. Let us keep this in 

perspective. It should be understood that we are very conscious of the impact that these increases have on 

households. By the same token, it would be a very naive person who would suggest that we could keep those 

prices stable for the next four years or whatever. 

Mr Acting Speaker, I thank you for the privilege of speaking today. I thank this government for doing what it has 

done in my electorate. It has done many good things such as a new school, a transport corridor and a residential 

hostel in which children from the school can board. The transport corridor is important for us in accessing the 

port, and, of course, there has been the lead clean-up. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

 


